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The geographical and strategic review of Saijosan lineup in battles of Kawanakajima

— The significance and possibility from the strategic viewpoint —
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The fourth battle in 1561 was the biggest and most severe among five battles of Kawanakajima. The
key of the battle was Saijosan lineup embattled by Uesugi Kenshin, which entirely leaded the standoff to
the battle of Hachimantai. This paper is a preliminary research of Saijosan lineup from geographical and
strategic point of view. Many previous researches were approached by humanities point of view but there
are not many literatures analyzed from those points of views, partly because of lack of historical evidences.
As a result, there were not many contributions of previous researches to its meaning in military or social
science Albeit it is true that there would be no progress without new historical evidences in a sense, com-
parisons and applications of theories in strategy to narratives of various military tales might give a new pos-
sibility in any analysis of old military history. This trial analysis based on those inductions and deductions
could contribute to the development of the analysis in history. Saijosan line up has been referred by many
historians, academics and military stuffs including Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto. But they usually treat it as
an off-the-cuff action and seldom research the intention of Uesugi. There is even the view that it is logically
impossible for Uesugi to embattle his force in Saijosan. This paper examines the hypothesis that Saijosan
lineup is a part of the strategy built on the deep insight for the power game in the central part of Japan. The
analysis of the geographic position of Saijosan in Kawanakajima, and of the geopolitical positon of
Kawanakajima in the central part of Japan, where Hokuriku political power and Chubu political power go
back and forth, reveals the supreme strategy of overall locations and lineups of Uesugi forces.
#—"J— K ! The fourth battle in 1561

Saijosan lineup
geographic position
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