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A Study on the Officia Edition of the Laws of Badminton of the Badminton Association
— An Analysis of Early Times Laws from 1898 to 1912 —

[

Kazuma Araragi *

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to investigate changes of the laws of badminton edited by the
Badminton Association from 1898 to 1912 and to consider the reason why the laws changed.

The shape of the court was changed from hourglass shape to rectangular shape in the edition of 1901-
1902. It was supposed that badminton was played as a clear game after this edition. Because the court had
a 15 foot waist at the net and the posts were continued up like Rugby posts to judge shots passing inside
posts before this edition. So it was difficult to judge. Also it was difficult to set up a court and posts.

Some laws about service and receive were added in the edition of 1903-1904 and 1906-1907. It was
supposed that badminton developed into the competitive game in these days.

A law about pace of shuttles was added in the edition of 1904-1905. It was supposed that badminton
players technique developed quickly in these days.

The six or eight-handed games were deleted from the edition of 1907-1908. It was supposed that bad-
minton became a dangerous game for forecourt players in particular. Shuttle might hit their face sometimes.

There was not big change after the edition of 1907-1908. It was suggested that the laws of badminton
was amost settled down in that time.
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