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Nothing remains of the London street in which Byron was born
except the name, Holles Street. “The glory and the nothing of a
Name’-as Byron himself was to write of a poet’s gravestone. Today
there is no longer even a stone to commemorate Byron’s birthplace,
though in 1864 the first of London’s blue plaques, erected to mark the
houses of famous people, was placed there in his honour. Since then
the brick eighteenth-century house in whose rented back room the poet
made his debut has become the concrete cliff of a departmental store.®

Yet if Byron had to be born in London, Holles Street was appropriate.

(Longford, Byron)

Byron & 1788 4, London Street iz =N 7243%, Z cizi, £ H, Holles
Street EWVWHZRETL», READEREZ LDXLTHIZTD T SN TV,




‘Wb OFHEEA — 8 —

“The glory and the nothing of a Name’
Fote s’y X/

St
—ADFEADEREIE FokokbDL/ &, N4unrAE, HLio
1293,

SH, N4 e oAEROH BTG T AEATS, ) DI o TWVEN—
bold, 18644E, ZLDBHAIZLOEY UHDERDHZRT <L &)
DI NV— TS5 =000, N4vrOEROEFTC, N4 8 rORERITT&EL
THEINIZDOTIED 5 H5%

ZOL SLSE, FHASFE 2 — U4, ZOHEFOMWRRZMHE b TN,
DIEEH—=2 0, 18{ED 5D O OFREIE, 4H, 78— K
John Lewis THh 25— D a2 VEERRZED>TUE - T 5,

4) John Lewis, the store in question, has a Byron Room.
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Like the adjacent streets and squares it had been called after the
nobility whose money built it. Lady Henrietta Cavendish Holles was
an heiress who married the Earl of Oxford, head of the Harley family.
Holles Street joins Oxford Street to Cavendish Square, and so to Harley
Street and Devonshire Place. When Byron reached manhood these

names of interrelated families flourished in Whig society, and their
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bearers scattered thorns or roses in his path. The niece of Georgiana
Duchess of Devonshire, Lady Caroline Lamb, supplied the thorns, while

the Countess of Oxford shared a bed of roses. (E.L.)
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The most important thing about Byron’s ancestry was the Celtic
strain on both sides. The poet’s grandfather Vice-Admiral Sir John
Byron came of a north midlands family going back to the Norman
Conquest, and married his first cousin Sophia Trevanion of Cornwall.
She was a blue-stocking of true Celtic sprightliness greatly valued in
Dr. Johnson’s circle. Celticappreciation of consanguinity may have
accounted for the many loves between siblings and cousins among the
Byrons. The Admiral himself had been remarkably fond of his sister
Isabella. (E.L.)
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It is debatable whether Byron was more affected by his ancestry
or his deformity.  Professor Marchand, his biographer royal, plumps
for the latter. ‘George Gordon, the sixth Lord Byron, was born with
a lame foot on January 22, 1788...° Certainly the lame right foot,
today thought to be dysplasic or clubbed, distorted Byron’s life. From

earliest childhood he learned to bear pain. In proud youth his deformity
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taught him shame and concealment. When he grew to manhood it
introduced him to the problem of evil; who or what caused such
unmerited suffering? Without deformity he might never have developed
his compensatory talents for boxing, swimming, riding, target-shooting

and love-making. (E. Longford, Byron)
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The head of the family was the fifth Lord Byron, the Admiral's
elder brother and the poet’s great-uncle. He had earned the title of
‘Wicked Lord’ after killing a relative and neighbour, Mr. Chaworth of
Annesley Hall, in a duel. Horace Walpole said he was mad. Though
the House of Lords acquitted him of murder, he lived henceforth as a
scandalous recluse at Newstead Abbey, the family home in Notting-

hamshire, with ‘Lady Betty’ a servant-girl. (E.L.)
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The poet’s father was another black sheep. This ‘Mad Jack’, the
Admiral’s son, had all the dash of a Guards captain, but he proved
more adept at capturing heiresses than enemies. He eloped with the
wife of Lord Carmarthen. After her divorce they were married, and
in 1783 a daughter called Augusta Mary was born—the poet’s half-sister.
The mother died, but as long as her fortune lasted, ‘Mad Jack’ disported
himself in France. Then he came back for another heiress. = Within

two spring months of 1785 he met and married in Bath a Scottish lass
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of twenty with an over-buxom figure, a burr, and a moderate fortune
of £23,000. This was Catherine Gordon of Gight, Byron’s mother.
(E.L.)
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A Celt, it seemed, if ever there was one. She once bit a piece
out of a saucer and her temperament would produce hysterics at the
theatre, an excitability which her little boy probably inherited. While
watching The Taming of the Shrew he jumped up and loudly contra-
dicted the bullying Petruchio.  Catherine Gordon’s ancestry was burs-
ting with romance and drama: royal descent from Annabella Stuart
daughter of James I of Scotland, five murders, two hangings, one

excommunication, and a possible suicide. (E.L.)
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The whirlwind which had swept Catherine into matrimony soon
scattered her fortuoe. She loved and lashed her Johnny Byron when
they met, but he drared not meet too often for fear of meeting his
cteditors also. Having lived with him three monhs in France, Catherine
took the lodgings at 16 Holles Street for her confinement because they
were relatively cheap. Afterwards she dodged about the home counties
with her baby until 1789 when the family moved to Aberdeen, where
they tried to live together at opposite ends of Queen Street.  Byron,

though under three, always remembered the ‘domestic broils’ which led
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to his own early ‘horror of matrimony’.  Of his father he wrote: ‘He
seemed born for his own ruin, and that of the other sex’—a judgment
which Byron transferred to his own destiny. The Captain decamped once
more to France in 1790 where he poured out his love upon a woman
far dearer than his wife—Mrs Frances Leigh his sister. He died in
1791 aged thirty-six. It was a fatal age for the Byrons. Both the
poet and his daughter Ada were to die at that age. (E.L.)
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Mrs. Byron’s lawyers had been able to retrieve less than £150 a
year out of her fortune. Gight, of which Catherine was the thirteenth
and last ‘laird’, was sold. Some of her son’s suspicions of the number
13 stemmed from this fact — and from his parents marriage date, 13
May. Meanwhile his mother, now living alone with him and a maid,
Agnes Gray, in Aberdeen, proved to be as provident economically as
she was unstable emotionally. Moods of depression alternated with
bursts of intense tenderness or furious temper: ‘Ah, you little dog, you
are a Byron all over...’ She once called him a ‘lame brat’—an infamous
taunt, particularly as her son came to believe, though mistakenly, that
his deformity had been caused by her false modesty at his birth. But
her successful management of the pence enabled her to acquire in
Aberdeen’s best thoroughfare, Broad Street, a six-roomed apartment.
Her four-year-old son was sent to ‘Bodsy’ Bower’s neighbourhood school,
where Geordie, obstreperous but prepossessing in red jacket and nankeen
trousers, learned by rote, ‘God made man, let us love Him.” God’s
love for man, however, was given a disastous twist in Geordie’s mind
by his Calvinistic nurse, Agnes Gray. She taught him that some people
were sinners predestined to damnation, a doctrine which darkened his
life. At the same time she introduced him to the beauty of biblical

language. (E.L.)
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After acquiring from tutors a ‘grand passion’ for history, he entered
Aberdeen Grammar School at seven under the name of ‘Geo. Bayron
Gordon’. (His father had taken his mother’s name on marriage.) Geordie
was therefore correct when he later declared himself ‘half a Scot by
birth, and bred a whole one’. He was a whole Scot in his wide read-
ing (he preferred Eastern travel and Gothic tales) and in his love of
the hills and waters. He would swim in the ‘black deep salmon stream’
which widened into a pool under the ‘Brig o’ Baldounie’. In his speech
he was all Scot, and not a few of his sayings have survived in their
Aberdonian vitality: ‘Dinna speak of it!” (to a woman who pitied his
lameness); ‘Come and see the twa laddies with the twa club feet going
up Broad-st!” (of himself and a lame school friend); and when he was
in one of his rages he became ‘Mrs. Byron’s crookit deevil.  Above
all he was a Scot and a Gordon in his earliest love affair with Mary
Duff a cousin, when both were seven, an idyll to be celebrated in one

of his earliest love poems, ‘When I Roved a Young Highlander.’
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‘Dinna speak of it!”
‘Come and see the twa ladies with the fwa club feet going up
Broad-st!’
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WHEN I ROVED A YOUNG HIGHLANDER.
1.

When I rov’d a young Highlander o’er the dark heath.

And climb’d thy steep summit, oh Morven of snow!
To gaze on the torrent that thunder’d beneath,

Or the mist of the tempest that gather’d below;?
Untutor’d by science, a stranger to fear,

And rude as the rocks, where my infancy grew,
No feeling, save one, to my bosom was dear;

Need I say, my sweet Mary,® twas centred in you?

1. Morven, a lofty mountain in Aberdeenshire. “Gormal of snow” is an
expression frequently to be found in Ossian.

2. This will not appear extraordinary to those who have been accustomed
to the mountains. It is by no means uncommon, on attaining the top of
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Ben-e-vis, Ben-y-bourd, etc., to perceive, between the summit and the valley,
clouds pouring down rain, and occasionally accompanied by lightning, while
the spectator literally looks down upon the storm, perfectly secure from its
effects.

3. (Byron, in early youth, was “unco’ wastefu’”” of Marys. There was
his distant cousin, Mary Duff (afterwards Mrs. Robert Cockburn), who lived
not far from the “Plain-Stanes” at Aberdeen. Her “brown, dark hair, and
hazel eyes—her very dress,” werelong years after “a perfect image” in his
memory. Secondly, there was the Mary of these stanzas, “with long-flowing
ringlets of gold,” the “Highland Mary” of local tradition. She was (writes
the Rev. J. Michie, of The Manse, Dinnet) the daughter of James Robertson,
of the farmhouse of Ballatrich on Deeside, where Byron used to spend his
summer holidays (1796-98). She was of gentle birth, and through her
mother, the daughter of Captain Macdonald of Rineton, traced her descent
to the Lord of the Isles. “She died at Aberdeen, March 2, 1867, aged
eighty-five yers.” A third Many flits through the early poems, evanesent but
unspiritual.  Last of all, there was Mary Anne Chaworth, of Annesley whose
marriage, in 1805, “threw him out again—alone on a wide, wide sea”

2.

Yetit could not be Love, for I knew not the name, —

What passion can dwell in the heart of a child?
But, still, I perceive an emotion the same

As I felt, when a boy, on the crag-cover'd wild:
One image, alone, on my bosom impress’d,

I lov’d my bleak regions, nor panted for new;
And few were my wants, for my wishes were bless'd,

And pure were my thoughts, for my soul was with you.

3.
I arose with the dawn, with my dog as my guide,

From mountain to mountain I bounded along;
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I breasted! the billows of Dece’s? rushing tide,

An dheard at a distance the Highlander’s song;
At eve, on my heath-cover’d couch of repose,

No dreams, save of Mary, were spread to my view;
And warm to the skies my devotions arose,

For the first of my prayers was a blessing on you.

1. “Breasting the lofty surge.”—SHAKESPEARE.
2. The Dee is a beautiful river, which rises near Mar Lodge, and falls into
the sea at New Aberdeen.

4.
I left my bleak home, and my visions are gone;
The mountains are vanish’d, my youth is no more;
As the last of my race, I must wither alone,
And delight but in days, I have witness’'d before;
Ah! splendour has rats’d, but embitter’d my lot;
More dear were the sdenes which my infancy knew:
Though my hopes may have fail’d, yet they are not forgot,
Though cold is my heart, still it ling with you.

5.

When I see some dark hill point its crest to the sky,

I think of the rocks that o’ershadow Colbleen;?
When I see the soft blue of a love-speaking eye,

I think of thoseeyes that endear’d the rude scene;
When, haply, some light-waving locks I behold,

That faintly resemble my Mary’s in hue,
I think on the long flowing ringlets of gold,
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The nlocks that were sacred to heauty, and you.

1. Colbleen is a mountain near the verge of the Highlands, not far from
the ruins Dee Castle.

6.

Yet the day may arrive, when the mountains once more

Shall rise to my sight, in their mantles of snow;
But while these soar above me, unchang’d as before,

Will Mary be there to receive me?—ah, no!
Adieu, then, ye hills, where my childhood was bred!

Thou sweet flowing Dee, to thy waters adieu!
No home in the forest shall shelter my head, —

Ah! Mary, what home could be mine, but with you?

(First published, 1808)
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Soon after his tenth birthday it all ended and, strangely, he never
saw Scotland again. The ‘Wicked Lord” died on 21 May 1798. His
only grandson had been killed in Corsica and George was heir to the
barony. So Geordie Gordon became ‘Dominus de Byron’ at the school
roll-call, and though the first shock of his new identity caused him to
burst into tears, he was not displeased to be a lord and a Byron.
“Trust Byron’, he had once proudly declared, quoting the family motto
when about to repay a debt of honour by thrashing a schoolfellow.
Crede Byron also stood for his truthfulness, loyalty and sense of justice.

And now for his English inheritance.
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He was lame from his birth, not as has been supposed from a
club-foot, but as the result of “infantile paralysis which affected the
inner muscles of his right leg and foot.” It was the right foot, not
the left, which was malformed. His mother’s testimony (in a letter
dated May 31, 1791) is conclusive: “George’s foot turns in ward, and
it is the right foot.”* With the vain hope of strengthening his muscles
after an attack of scarlet fever his mother sent him in the summer
holidays of 1796, and, possibly, again in 1797, to drink “goat’s fey,”
at a farm-house at Ballaterich on Deeside. His lameness did not pre-
vent him, though with pain and difficulty, from wandering by rugged
ways, and then it was that he acquired, or discovered his passion for
mountain scenery which haunted him to his life’s end. (Ernest Hartley

Coleridge: The Poetical works of Lord Byron. John Murray)

1. It is possible that in after life both legs were more or less atrophied,
and that this accounts for the conflict of opinion as to right or left leg.
For instance, Trelawny says that the right leg was affected, Dr. Julius
Millingen that the left foot and leg were malformed. Both were eye-witnes-
ses, as they saw the poet’s body after death, and took particular note of the
feet and legs. (see Letters, 1898, i. 11, 12; note 1.7
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Since his lameness had not improved, he was sent early in 1799 to
Nottingham where he attended a quack named Lavender, trussmaker
to the Infirmary, who screwed his leg into a painful wooden frame.
His nurse, the bibulous May Gray, sister of Agnes, varied her affairs

with chaise-boys by hopping into bed with Byron. ‘My passions were
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developed very early’, he recalled. He complained of her to his
solicitor and agent, John Hanson, (who had described him as, a fine
sharp boy’), and was sent away to Dr. Glennie’s school in Lordship

Lane, Dulwich. (E.L.)

B ORRIRDS, @ E» UL 0T, 179K >TT e, 2 v54via
T BToI01ED, FERKICERDO NI A « A =% —Tdh > THMET
i372y) Lavender & W5 EH 5, DEOHMZAL T, EREPRALSAKR
Bpbh ITEHTULES,

dHUhE
COEMS DENS4nICE ST, EFHRPEAZDAT, —FlikE, D
LTS
WL OB, Bibh 5O, & EIENAR
‘T was born so Mother!” (Deformed I. i. 1)

@E@Bm,%@;5&%oﬁmME@ZMM®E%®%%%@mMi?
AR5, BRI Ut ZORREEES,  HEL T - ol
IHAOMN ., B Y ) ORI~ OGN, FbE b, Au—KT, HRE
B D TR 13T B % & A 7SO S 4 B U IOBT b b - 1o

. £XY
HANA v UDEWIBIL, TOEROBIC, N4 n U ROV - BEED
5L, COWOHE LT ZTOWLELLUTOER BRIZ230EULT
BIFohsThsr5,

xbic, ¥H5—2DEHEHTNE, Vv BRI IF—

CCIR—ADLEDBEST 5, Hic@EhicgiEcd s, @I ETs, 0%
TOoHshE L 6w/

TONALBRTHE, (bSO Th3, /N1 nVAOEE ORFO+
—EMOSDERPHE & UTod A4tz May Grey Td % —Agnes Grey @



—104 — ERARE $12% 18

i ) —

REZ, KBDH, FE, WERK, Tbhs,
‘Byron’ by Herbert Read iz this
B3

T May &0 Zbhiz S N moiciiinAaa e b, REE b
LDODRVRERE 54 12L 5 12,

May &5 ez

WERA VY 4 B E R OB 2 Bt b b,
RESNIE (D) JSq o TSRS NEDNIZ L 572 (250 o & 75
BOCE2ELLERDD DT BT L),
U U
553559
BBEEE i TF  bilzi s,

DEOHBIR TS DE - 2o C i,
DERONTRy FIZL U H, BELOEEZ L V120 Ui,
BEZO SO0, WhBDbLWKOBEE 2D D 3 <,

DEOBOEOZ VI,  Eunsir,

Fofzd, 1ANAl HETH -1,

NABURORELY s N iR, 1196, 2 v 7 4 v F L 2R,
COFAREDEL OMICYRELE U BRICE S, B 2ELICMET S L5
NABVREACEEE STNA, (V=N =h e )=k Ngo)

‘NewrEE, 1821 EDHE [ 48] of<L B%@i.ﬁzﬁ.ﬁﬁ.’ﬂﬁg‘éﬁ.ﬁ& L TOR
e OBARD, MOHID2HE DIct By, o &b, AEEE&ERN
bDicUTze U LRME, coc &, #d, ANLIZ B0, ek 5,

HOOREBED S DIk 2 21T 5 & 2N 2056 DTN,




Wb iz’ DOBHEEA —105 —

FAORE AL O L S0 MR SN, SRR ARET 38 B L I
HEZ, REERICED T, TO0ERMDACEEE>1DTH 5,

B, ~Nvv e z o WEWEE 2 9~, Dulwich, Lordship Lane
@ Dr. Glennie’s school f\i%%ﬂ% cEitisstzmix, D& dHEKISEH
HBickssoTh-t,

Dulwich i cd18, i, "o v ov—Ficorx& bh, KE»PDLBLN
TeD U iE 24 b, N, P&, Dr. Matthew Baillie o itEEIC /s 5,

HECRBEICE THOTH > g, 1801FE4H, HEHRE2® 54
Harrow IcA¥: 3%, ZoHHIZ, Dulwich TOMEOMESHTL S,
BHCE > C MEDOWL b DThbolzce &, YR, HEOHEHELTO
HEICAMB e~ TOH, Ml UTog@yRETHICEE NiT
VREAIRZ BAIL TS5 TH B,

NB =t AFUT N4 ey UL, TCT, ROWANAKR HERPE X
BLULTWL,

Byron was not happy. ‘I always hated Harrow until the last year
and a half,” he wrote. He hated the ‘drill’d dull lesson’ and the school
discipline. Turbulence was the keynote of his public activities. Even
as an orator on Speech Day he himself referred complacently to ‘my
turbulence’. His private melancholy would express itself in reverie

under an elm in the churchyard, where he lay on a gravestone. (E.L.)
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The summer days of 1800 and the dark eyes and long lashes of
Margaret Parker, a first cousin, produced his ‘first dash into poetry’.
Byron long remembered her ‘transparent’ beauty, evanescent as a rain-
bow. She died of consumption in 1802.

Dulwich had become ‘this damned place’ and in the spring term of
1801 Byron went to Harrow, a ‘public school with 250 boys at it’, as

he proudly informed his cousin George Byron. (E.L.)
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Today it is equally hard to conceive of the deference paid by
masters to schoolboys of rank, and the ruffianly behaviour of schoolboys
towards one another. At the Aberdeen Crammar School Byron’s pe-

erage had been announced by the Head over congratulatory wine and
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cake. Dr. Drury, headmaster of Harrow, made a special point of
drawing out the spirited but shy young lord — ‘a mountain colt’, as he
called him, who could be led if at all only by ‘a silken string’. There
was nothing silken in the attitude of Byron’s schoolfellows. They
would have ridiculed his deformity but for his own effective resort to
fisticuffs. Soon it was he who protected boys less bellicose than him-

self by ‘licking’ or ‘thrashing’ their bullies. (E.L.)
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