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English Courses for Students Magjoring in Early Childhood Education :
With a View to Establishing a Completely ESP-oriented Course

Masaki Aso™ Kana |shibashi**

Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to examine and anayze the result of a survey by questionnaire that evalu-
ates the English course based on both the EGP (English for Genera Purpose) and the ESP (English for
Specific Purposes) approaches we provided for students majoring in early childhood education in the 2017
academic year, with the aim of finding out the ideal course design best suited for them, many of whom do
not feel confident in communicating in English.

The result shows that the best possible English course for the students would be a completely ESP-ori-
ented one that is elaborately implemented with authentic and practical English activities given in nursery
schools and/or kindergartens, which is expected to fulfill student’s needs for both highly motivational mate-
rias and significant learning effects.

We conclude that we should put more stress on the ESP approach for our English course in the early
childhood teacher training program and try to find a way to accomplish a pure ESP course that enables us
to enhance students motivation for learning English and develop their proficiency in English without the
makeshift EGP + ESP hybrid, which we think trains future teachers in early childhood education so that
they will be able to make the most of their extensive knowledge of English education for children in their
career as a teacher in early childhood education or even in higher education.
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