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Development of a Case Study of “Question Structure Diagram” for Teaching
Social Studies in Junior High School
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to propose a “Question Structure Diagram” to realize inquiry-based
learning in junior high school social studies instruction. In this study, I proposed a model of the
“Question Structure Diagram” in the unit of “Japan in the Early Modern Period” in the historical
field. Based on previous studies, three levels of questions were arranged in the unit: “the big question
in the unit,” “the core question,” and “the small question”. “The big question” is the inquiry task of
the whole unit. “The core questions” are the learning purposes of the lesson. “The small questions”
are the questions that make up the lesson, such as "When? “Where?” “Who?” “What?”. These
questions bring basic knowledge to students. First, students acquire basic knowledge. Secondly,
students organize their thoughts through discussion. Lastly, students write an opinion essay. In
conclusion, students evaluate their performance by using a self-evaluation chart. Then, they create
new questions in the unit.
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