INR IV MU oA L AU LICEB L 72 5 AO AN D5
—F 74 ¥ XV —)VHEA R ORI B WVWT-

A Study of Five Persons who Contributed to the Birth and Modernisation of Badminton:
The Early Days and the Establishment of the Official Rules in 1893

B R

Kazuma Araragi™

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the achievements of those who have contributed
to the birth and modernisation of badminton. For this purpose, we examined articles from
The Badminton Gazette, which was first published as the official magazine of The Badminton
Association in 1907, and The Lawn Tennis, which was the official magazine of The Lawn Tennis
Association, which handled information on the Badminton Association before the launch of this
magazine. As a result of the investigation, in this research, we decided to discuss five persons,
Colonel H. O. Selby, Mr. J. H. E. Hart, Colonel S. S. C. Dolby, Mr. S. M. Massey, and Sir G. A.
Thomas Bart.

It was Colonel Selby who first appears in the magazine as someone who played a role in the
evolution of badminton into the modern sport. His greatest contribution was the documentation of
the rules. Early badminton had no written rules and was played empirically. However, the game
could not be fully enjoyed in this state. Therefore, the rules were documented and published by
Colonel Selby. The year of publication is 1873. These rules were a prototype of the rules that were
later enacted as the Association Rules in 1893.

Mr. Hart was involved in the revision of the Selby Rules. He was involved in tennis and
badminton in India. Mr. Hart first encountered badminton in 1874 in Karachi, India. Then, when
unifying the rules with the badminton association, these rules were used as the basis. He also
helped improve shuttlecocks and hitting tools. In addition, after his return to England, he played a
major role in revising the rules and holding the All-England Championships.

Colonel Dolby was the first president of the Badminton Association. In the 1890s, various
badminton clubs were established in England, and there was a growing trend to hold competitions
between clubs, but there were no unified rules. In August 1893, Colonel Dolby sent an invitation
to the secretaries of all known badminton clubs to hold a meeting to decide on the rules, in order
to form an association to decide on the uniform rules. Then, on 12 September 1893, the association
was established, and the unified rules were enacted by the committee within it.

Mr. Massey was the inaugural men’s doubles champion of the All-England Championships,
which began in 1899. Along with this, Mr. Massey’s contribution to badminton is probably the
role he played in the modernisation of badminton. In 1911, he wrote a 144-page book entitled
“Badminton.” Prior to the publication of this book, Mr. Massey also wrote an article on Badminton
for the Badminton Association’s magazine. In this article, badminton is described as a scientific
game, and its techniques and tactics are described.

Sir Thomas Bart contributed to the modernisation of badminton as a player and as an official
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of the Association. He won 21 the All-England Championships in singles, doubles, and mixed
doubles. He also served as the chief editor of the second issue of the Badminton Association’s
magazine, which was launched in 1907, and devoted himself to the popularisation of badminton.
He also became the first president of the International Badminton Association, founded in 1934.
From such achievements, in 1949, an international competition to determine the world’s number
one men’s team began in 1949, and this competition, the Thomas Cup, was established, bearing his
name.
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