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Current Status and Development of Career Education and Vocational Guidance in
Junior High Schools:
Focusing on the “Connections” with Moral Education

(7S T e

Koichi Nishimura™

Abstract

In recent years, the unemployment rate of young people and the early turnover rate after
employment are increasing, which is regarded as a problem. In addition, due to the diversification
and mobility of employment forms, not only are there more young people who have difficulties
finding employment after school, but the spread of the novel coronavirus infection (COVID-19) has
made it difficult to find a job. This is an unprecedented situation. This paper confirms the necessity
and significance of career education in junior high schools, advances policy development while
comparing various educational goals and challenges, and considers policy discourses centered on
career education and moral education. We discussed the kinds of connections there are. As a result,
it was pointed out that the objective of moral education: “to deepen one’s thinking about one’s
way of life,” is consistent with the philosophy of career education. From the perspective of career
education, the study suggested the importance of providing guidance that meets the challenges of
career development. This should be based on the characteristics of each school stage, in order to
effectively foster not only moral education but also various activities in daily life. This includes each
subject area and the period for integrated study.
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