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Z D “Boethian lyrics” &—MHNICIFIIN TV AFHHOFDOVEDTH
D, B/E, [H2ORD] (I, m. 5 EOHEUNEFICRDONS, TDD,

The poem has variously been described as an exercise in translation, a
bundle of borrowings, an exercise in restating a philosophical theme

and idea taken from Boethius’s De Consolatione.

&, J. Norton-Smith 35E3ED Z OFFICHKd 25 A HHIHITIRTE L 720 L
L, W.W. Skeat D& LT\ 380, ZOFEUDEFNR SN 5D RO
PEE TTh B, TOMic, TESWE] (1, 89-112) © IE&#MEEl (1,
8395-8492) © [#iEh) © [EE] (X, 148) BEMLOEE RO 5N
2,3 T LI EOEWRDELERT a — 4 — DIfEmeEKichl > T LE
3CLT, CORBICEEDT ETRKEV, 5, CDF% Aage Brusendorff
3F a—F—DRFOEREERM LY £, “Boethian lyrics” DH DR
MDA “specific occasions” EFECHF &5 EFT BHEA BITONTE D,
ar LOBEREBEIHTVEEREABOL S

KHOBMIR, PDEDOL>BIhE TOREERETZ oD, BRI LW,
SEN T SB 275, BESPSERICESE TRLTHL 52 &718<, &2 DEK
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ICEEEZIRO L, NDERRDBNELER LU TE 72 MORMD, F 3 —
Y—DIDFOFCOMICREL TV ELEELEiLh 3, LirL, BED
FERHNERICHEIREIEVIFREIESH, Fa—v—3, BrisiEsh
BEIIT, BAEDOHRFICKH L TEBLS 3 VIFBRE LT, EnSER
ICE4 25 TRIL, COFAENS - E—Bid 3 VAT TRITH 5
ANEDHDFBELTWE, LEZZHELTHS,

I

FIELFE2ETR, HERAOBEFEICEG 2B L SHflibhd, 2 DEE
i, KHEBARDOEAICL->TELNESDICHEL, »o, BELRKES
LCHEL BB L7120, FELEZD LIEWSDTH o 5130 oM
BRSNS, EBROEEE CEbTHITHAIEZC &b, KITBETKA
ERCTTEDVELHS Dot ILEFORILEORDEDREL AN,
BIZVROKERA TV, T LEREHEEGHZ SN, BHshs 20
BT, AL THBRLI LAY, HAEEARDTEEL TS, B
LT a = —ORIBRADEEBRT 20REE TH 5,9 CCicinhi-
HROBEFEPRZL TV E01F, HRaBitd 3 ZERIETH D, k)
DR LB >THO B0 FEHBITERNES BV ZESMETH 5, HROAL 14
NS DE—YRE S, EMGOMRHCUNETR/INRED &DDERMTHRE LT,
5% “A blisful lyf” ZEA TV, LWL ONBE, FhHEOLICIET DR
AIERICHT 2REELESE L 37255, Lhl, ZORKESILESBK
MICRBEEOEFEDOHICHDHEONT, HWELTLEDLENETD, HilLd2
WRBSEOREDE MBS N 57255, DS 3~&EBOLE RS 5
CEd, ZhiCEp > THESNT AT EERNDbDTH S, EHEADNE
THEHNENTHWEDTH 5, BADC ORI CHIEIRAH T N E TEILTIC St
%%LT%kAb®H%®E%&ﬁofétﬁmﬁim—%wm,t&im
EEEZZOLOTOMNE T EMNTE 2, WHES RN L 7 88ED “sause of
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galantyne” ZRZ7:EMP S, TNOEEBSHLIPEAORETHB,?
Lind, ANEOKLRIRAYICEE ST, HoYic bz DEBHOFA &,

No mader, welde, or wood no litestere

Ne knew; the flees was of his former hewe;
No flesh ne wiste offence egge or spere.

No coyn ne knew man which was fals or trewe,
No ship yit karf the wawes grene and blewe,
No marchaunt yit ne fette outlandish ware.
No trompes for the werres folk ne knewe,

Ne toures heye and walles rounde or square.

(17-24)

B OREBEOFZE L & bic, AMMBERICRALZLEEN, 50
RoTO o IfER, HHE U, RKEBKOUY, T0bL, $0TH 3,
BIANIZE (coyn) 2T BT, #-> TREREMEL TARDOE LV &
ERBIRD, NABMEOHEEFEL, fih o 0REE BN CREEICHEES:
[N B N (AN

FORBWDPIEE “profit” b “richesse” bbb LIF LIV, Zhic b o
¥, AR COERE LVWBITEBROELT, (b BETAFHOE, L
> T, TNRETHFADENIELS, WX R3YELEEZ 3, 2hid, 48
ICEEN LT OFTICRE T B,

... cursed was the tyme, I dare wel seye,
That men first dide hir swety bysinesse
To grobbe up metal, lurkinge in derknesse,
And in the riveres first gemmes soghte.

(27-30)
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“the former age” DWENA U 4 74 7 ROV HELOBREHHLE S &
58910, BAEL, Fa—Y—HOBROTBLBEHR L >OBEV L LED
EHLLADDH 5,8 SHhOBRICIE D E, ANBOBHRELTOL S 3,

Men lived on plunder. Guest was not safe from host, nor father-
in-law from son-in-law; even among brothers ’twas rare to find
affection. The husband longed for the death of his wife, she of her
husband; murderous stepmothers brewed deadly poisons, and sons in-
quired into their fathers’ years before the time. Piety lay vanquished,
and the maiden Astraea, last of the immortals, abandoned the blood-

soaked earth. ¥

THOVWHREER, F2T 4 9RDEFEEE D NIE, “love slakede the bri-
delis” 17 LS T &ILIEA S, TOLSBEEHNBEHREHMIT, Fa—v—0
AETREEODSE LW, 2505 HEEEROELV—EE L TR
HEBZEANBOERERIH > THAH I, HREADEYAERFE, 2 icx
NTOZTEDOoDHEZORRORIESEVICHBEL L TV EDIiC, X
ERUABH-oIhd i, SoOBROBEMELTEY 4 74 v 205380
r kB, AE, BUIDREDS A S ADBEDOLHPBIEE %, ik OETIE
f&iBHiC “sprong up al the cursednesse / Of coveytyse, that first our sorwe
broghte!” LW\ SFEWHDIHICEHEESE T, 5568 & R%OE TEME & MEE
RUBEEDOAYZEBRBZICEHDTO B,

PEDT &ipod, BHEOMTIIAMOERES 2 0 id&HIcH 2, &C
CTIHEASNTOBZ EDHESHTHA S,

m
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FITT 4 U RIE “the lady Philosophy” » 575 b vOO%@E U THZ SH
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7o, UTOXSBEZIHEEL, ThEERITEICHED B L ST - 7 BicE
BEL&S E0#T 7,

.. comune thynges or comunalites weren blisful yif they that hadden
studied al fully to wysdom governeden thilke thynges; or elles yif
it so befille that the governours of comunalites studieden to geten

wysdom. 12

ZDRER, BFIOWTEBRINTLE 70 225, HOBRICLZHED
AEBOTEARICE T 12, BRIV DEEE 3,

BIATIE, FBEE>KRIT 4 v REAGBIESNS, FIETIE, Em
DEFHMES B NVFHEL, EGMLLE5I5N56A565DbD—E%, &5,
KOL, S, MEF—DOMEOBAFMICE > TEL S, ABOKEMEHHL
b b, KEZICHE - 72 AR, AROS#EERL TV 3,

For certes swiche is the condicioun of alle mankynde, that oonly whan
it hath knowynge of itself, thanne passeth it in noblesse alle othere
thynges; and whan it forletith the knowynge of itself, thanne is it
brought bynethen alle beestes. 1%

AR, Bk - TAREBEDLNTHRBBPEC EDEW “soules” 2FFH
LTVAETZEEZHEL, ThOMBEKERIKIES60D, $bb, REDEIC
FELLD EBNTEDONEROERICHIE 122 L THB, LEMETIIHR
P B,

ZNTIE, BECOMFICENELET 200, Lrd, ZOELXETELDL
WRZ, HEITL, B> TEEBTALDBZTOBMETD, FLERL TR
oIV DD, THICHTERIT 4 9 RORMRUKLEZE, Fa—H—1F
HMoTWIcTHAD, Ll, HrRREOFRRAEAMOEEN & #E L




— 36— E—EKHE HI8E FE

CLET, COFFRTT 4 v AHHLHFEMICINZ T, + ) 2~ S OBEE
D% BRIRT 5,

F U2 MEOIIGED O ORRIKIEEZ1E, HES D The Parson’s Tale S
I CICEOERSD, 22itid [TEFAOROE] OEH T 7 VETHEF S
N, EODOFRFEDVEDTHBEKICONT “the roote of alle harmes is
Coveitise.” 14 LW HELlHd 5, & A, EUIESDBIDOER Tk RIEIC
BLTUTOLS iKiHS AT 3,

Of the roote of thise sevene synnes ... is Pride the general roote of alle
harmes. For of this roote spryngen certein braunches, as Ire, Envye,
Accidie or Slewthe, Avarice or Coveitise (to commune understondynge),

Glotonye, and Lecherye. 1%

“Pride” & “Coveitise” DN AL DODRFEDOEIEICIEZL B hICDNT, F
3 =Y —BEICREND - 1Dh, HOMHER LAFRZEDbDDRMEDH,I
HoHhTRIZ, MEICELTIOL S SH LOERSHTL 2BHEDH
1%, M.W. Bloomfield 1t3k¥ 5 &3 TE 55 & LA — “The premier
position of pride was too firm to be shaken, but greater stress was laid on
avarice from the twelfth century onwards.” 1 WFhicLTd, [FEF
DRIOE] DT O—HEMDECATHEALTOBEENDS, 1D F g —4—
», BROFELH > T, AMOERMICEL SRBLSH -7 EARLT
WBEEERBIEAD,

CNFETRTEAE L E»OFE 4EE TOPITIE, CTOEMICEELBEL
REFHBR SO NIEA S0, T itz ANeDEER, TAHEE] o<
TYDOREFBERICL TN 18 BELREICBEG LS OW ZEE, Hiff
HHEVRFHEDSDIAMEL LIBVES LHDTE 3HESE, F 3 —+—
BERMELTOEDDTELTHE, THVHHOEEICELT, A V.C.
Schmidt (ZRD & 5 78 RfFEB~NTH B,
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Chaucer’s attitude to civilisation and tehchnology in the poem is
wholly negative; but he would not have found support, let alone inspi-
ration, for this view in the Bible, whether or not he was familiar with
Augustine’s Commentary on it. For Genesis shows technology not as
caused by the Fall, but as occasioned by it, whereas the Golden Age

myth seems to describe a ‘Fall’ caused by technology. 19

WE»IiC, COFICBY BF a —4— OXAPHEMITH T B8EREIZ, +) R b
DDA ICH 5 bDh b L, Thicdbilsd, 2o+ 2 HHaE
EOREICF)V R MEELLTOFEOEE D 50%, HOREKRD AL TR
LG o725 50,2 FIZIE, ROL> HBEEDSEOEX %,

BRONERD LM THEET2EE, KE5FI8%2E8510, &bt
% bEATHICKR ST, Fhfz b2 E 2 LIS NERD,
KIERBHOFRND E¥A, RNEBEFALKT 2ER, AREBEL
ANZEBT Ehim &S ITBTRICL TED 2EHORICIRE 5D, 20

HORBEX LOBEUEERT 2B A0 013, THIVHIBROLELC 2aEekER
TMEDDZF WV, UL, 2FMIKIES) 2 MEWERICE Shi-thic, XD
FrRCHAANONIEEOSTEL BRI IREAR, 2 JAEBEBXTLHD
SN DFOPOENPIEEEXDEELRF UL, GEICHABHREH 1A
TRERBODR Hichd, TNCEZVFATOADEDETHBHDLHIT,

v

FHEETREFEPHHOMR E LTI P o3, ZhIcBE L -8B &
LT, 78D “no taylage by no tyrannye” &, J. Norton-Smith ic k#

(&, 20 58D “Jupiter the likerous, /That first was fader of delicacye”



— 38 — FREARHRE HI18E H45

KT “Nembrot, desirous /To regne” 2% 3T ENTXx 3, BRELBIZ
“bagges” ® “fat vitaile” WEEICH ZEHTONEZIH- TEK L2050, B
FE0OFRARTEHAB L IBRRBE S LY, E0WH, XRb SThiT,
COEICHBNTHELETRONI “metal” £ “gemmes” DFERE, ThE
THRICB P> E LTHEI N TE b O DIBA LK DR 38 % —ic
95, CCTRICERZSIC T LI, hoETHBERFTH—ShTH 50D
iC, BELRKROHKEFINMER SN TR EVIEETH S, EEH S0 EE
BEED, AT B DITAZESLT 2 /20Ic0hIcE LOhIc LB %
FLTH, TDITRERNIT “coveytyse” DML ELD, “tyraunts” ICHLD
RTCTOBDODM S IEGEND B, & OB ERFORHIDERIL, 7
CENTNORRDOE L SR/BEL RS Y, SESEI0R B D 5, Lod,
FEREEPSEHEEO M ONTV AL I RGHbICSE LN, 1o, B
Rl LEEBBEBOC LKL 3,

ROETE, BURORAFICRD, &5 OHEFE L BEOE W BIICIR &
b, T4IF “this blissed folk” MEHELEE HIHE S HAVEA b8 5T,
EPARDED ETODIT “in parfit quiete” 185 3 UM “in seurtee” ICIRD iT
RO ERT D TH %, T, COBBEAL, LOFEREICE-T
bl LINZPHHERENS,

Hir hertes were al oon withoute galles;
Everich of hem his feith to other kepte.
(47-48)

LOZITONEE 5D LB S ENIE, F 3 —H— D “Boethian lyrics” @
OEDTH 3B Lak of Stedfastnesse DEFNDED L HICIEBZD TR OHE

Bohns,

Somtyme the world was so stedfast and stable
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That mannes word was obligacioun,

And now it is so fals and deceivable
That word and deed, as in conclusioun,
Ben nothing lyk, for turned up-so-doun

Is al this world for mede and wilfulnesse,

That al is lost for lak of stedfastnesse.
1-7)

T DEHDEEICTIE “Lenvoy to King Richard” &5 R LBSfFI TV 5H
5, VFvr— F_HHEDOBEERHEATH AT NE D, The Former Age DIGE
iZ, “tyraunts” ZEEMICHEETE O, 70/2, Fa—v—0OR, %ic)
F v — FZHOBHPKT LHEREFSVEV L, ToHKROMELD -
fek o1 m 5, e LR TE S, LrL, TTTRZIVHIREDES
HREH BN TELEL &, FEEMT S LTHRR TV ERDON S,

F1ENISELBETORHRE, ChFEF TR TE/AKDIC, “the former
age” &L TULH, BEMICEELCHAORROYENEL S, L
SEICEKITKO TV E T & TRHMNERDHH ONRICED, D
BEROFERMBAB OO 5N E3MICh 5 LB S, i, REOME
R D BB TR DERSED B SN TVWB EEZ 5, “tyraunts” (£ D
BUEHH OV Eo0, L LESEEBHREE L THETONTV S, BEED
¥, #hid “good kings” DEEITH D, ZOFEEPEH LTV EFADE
ROBOHARBOBEEEDOPIZICAEBEE HEDH T EN5TD %,

HHICE W TRENED X HBEAL L THES T\ %, FFlICH~N
7z Margaret Schlauch DO PICLIT D & D ICBRIZEF A D 5,

... a tyrant seeks his own weal, not the common weal; he pursues his
own pleasure (delectabilia); he is avaricious of money to this end; and

he fears to entrust himself to guards selected from his own fellow cit-
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izens. The tyrant’s rule is proved to be the worst possible,... and four
reasons are given for this: it diverges most widely from the bonum
commune, it is least natural, it is most efficient in working harm,

and it prevents peace, concord and magnanimity of the citizens. 2

CTITURENTV B0, BERE SHEREBELERICH V72 X 2B AMBT
HY, 1EAF a -V —DLOBRORERICEBEL TV Eh-7E LTH,
EFORD] »o+RIBEZLREEBDONE, THVIBKES BN
BHtieE T EAHTE—FERE LTS, “coveytyse” IEAT 3 HEHLTH
5T LDPIREEEZ 5,
BTETIAEDOKEDY ODZIT2ZH T, HiCBEVHEFEDC A58
BY, BOCEREBIBEDIE, ELL/NEDLHIC (lambish) P S L
WARIBSEEHE B, ZRICHE VT, “pryde” ® “envye” ® “avaryce”
LREIFFIC “lord” dBEESNTWV 3, COLIBUBRBEEOHRICE VTS
B, MIGEDPHICRUNLREGE, B ICERSE 5, ¢ CikENE,
“the fomer age” DBUAHIENS WML IDEDMEIETEMNZ, BEXELT
SSHOLIBVEPSEMESN bET, B ohbed, MAOHMESEICL
%, FhEYS ARIREFRICE D WG & WS T Licts A5, ChbsF 3 —+
—DERIFROBIEAFIOBEDBEE LT, T 0Fodicis L-BE5om
BMEFEZ B0 LN,

=L v FREENDER— “coveytyse”, “pryde”, “envye’ HEDBEMDIELE
MRS 5ELTO—2BRYT 2ME—DERTH 5, [l oEt+—5T
&, WENNVOEEZRFICBEESETEREIN T R TIRE N, thitic
BOTREBEDOREE L RMEINTN/,2" A, V. C. Schmidt 13, ¢ DEE
BENERBRLT 4 9RADA Y 4 74 v R EOHME TR E L fiflohic
BENTVBCEDOAL ZEMBEMB S H 2, KD &S BRRAER
LT3,
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...I would say that what Chaucer has done is, if not to ‘demythologise’,
then, at any rate to “debiblicise’, the personage called Nimrod who
now becomes an almost purely symbolic figure operating on the same
imaginative plane as Jupiter.... ‘Nembrot’, far from confusing the
picture of the Golden Age evoked by Chaucer, is subtly integrated with

classical image as a cultural emblem of clearly definable value. 2%

O LODXFEEmB VDI HIICEM 2D, HHNEREZES L THTh,
EEOSELEN, MESVIFALANICLT, +) 2 M OBALESZ T -5
DT OEHOPH» SEENBEE AL TR L TZNICEADP NS B0 E 5,
BB TS 5o F 2 — ¥ —RUZOEBROAL DAY (74 9 2DKL T
4V REZUEE S, £, BROFENST 3 -4 —DEREZOBEAIC,
CHREHRTERVEETSH 5,
=LuFbEELRESE 22 OMOBHEOHFELBVERELT, F3—
V=05t U 7B S R, MbEMOEELBVDES S, 97
4 U ZABHEORRZ S b v VX ZADOZEY BEMR EBNTV B85, ¢ DFf
T 505 RGBTV, 7272, 578D “Humblesse and pees, good
feith the emperice” & W HEFED—ITEROIZEODOHERIT B Lz T
5,2 LO—ITIRBICAMBMROANK ST, TNERELHDOELES TRER
LT0aLBb0s, o, ToFcHibn/HREGEAKD, MEhrd) 2 b
EDPOIEBEFEHASNTORVICOR ST, TOFAEERT &L
> TW5%, Henry Chadwick ##2l3 TH2E DO I DWTRD & 5 ez,

The Consolation is a work written by a Platonist who is also a Chris-
tian, but is not a Christian work.
Nevertheless, I think it a work written with the consciousness of

Augustine standing behind the auhor’s shoulder, so to speak. 3%
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COFICHRKED T ENBEL S, AL, TITEHENTVWBDRE, TR
FA4RREGLF )R N EOBBELITAMEBETHE S,

v

¥ oD ) BEitic bbbl » TRAMPINLEBADO—D2IKE, FTF
1 9 2D E B DOARBEFESBANAELRRHICHEE 57, BEEBL
LERBNEROSAE THESNTW AR EBEF ONE, Fa—H—DTD
FEBLHROUDLIBANRE T L, T2 L TH—RFELK
HBHCER, COFHEOMELZSDS, EDHD LTV, Bid, BREBIT
HUOBOLBAEE LB TOERORNNS 3hENTH 5,

CO/NFEE, Fa—H—DRICMUBEOBROELT TS 5, Bx L
HEERDOLTVE, T4 T4 IRDPDKEIF 4 I ROHW, BEENTIED
BISTANSRRDAETE & CNAENE S 78, ZORBMEBSIEIFICE W TIIAR

OxHLNE, LrL, Thitk > TUEDDARDILFREDREII 15853,
BADPHIEWMON 20 EIC, BREDICSNIZBREIHEPHTH S, Lrd,
ZOBRICBVWTHEEL R I 2BA0EEBASN TV 200, FTElE+
) R M EAREHAETE AR S 5 0 ENTE, BEMEHRICHKT 2 EMEAE
SNTVS, Fa—¥—IChHRDEHE L DEEPRZ TWILh-cbld T
B0, ERASHEOMOBELE UL, SHHHOEDOMNBEETELTHS
CEEAMLTVI T LR, THYIRVYEE] HObHOMTHAS, Th
ICHH# 59, The Parson’s Tale TZ DIEENEIiONTNB T Ep 5 M
Lo, BEDEIATHY X M HDEMZTDbDICHT BHOEEE, DL
BELSTERFBE T, LT, HOBRICHTIBLWHS, Bndz
IHhoFELTWE, L5215,
-
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