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The Summing Up DR TXEDE X pIABEL LD LHRLL TS,

Simplicity is not such an obvious merit as lucidity. I have aimed
at it because I have to gift for richness. Within limits I admire rich-
ness in others, though I find it difficult to digest in quantity. I can
read one page of Ruskin with delight, but twenty only with weariness.
The rolling period, the stately epithet, the noun rich in poetic associa-
tions, the subordinate clauses that give the sentence weight and mag-
nificence, the grandeur like that of wave following wave in the open
sea; there is no doubt that in all this there is something inspiring.
Words thus strung together fall on the ear like music. The appeal is
sensuous rather than intellectual, and the beauty of the sound leads
you easily to conclude that you need not bother about the meaning.
But words are tyrannical things, they exist for their meanings, and if
you will not pay attention to these, you cannot pay attention at all.
Your mind wanders. This kind of writing demands a subject that
will suit it. It is surely out of place to write in the grand style of

inconsiderable things. No one wrote in this manner with greater suc-
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cess than Sir Thomas Browne, but even he did not always escape this
pitfall. In the last chapter of Hydriotaphia the matter, which is the
destiny of man, wonderfully fits the baroque splendour of the lan-
guage, and here the Norwich doctor produced a piece of prose that has
never been surpassed in our literature; but when he describes the find-
ing of his urns in the same splendid manner the effect (at least to my
taste) is less happy. When a modern writer is grandiloquent to tell
you whether or no a little trollop shall hop into bed with a common-

place young man you are right to be disgusted. !
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