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DEDICATION
TO LEIGH HUNT, ESQ.

Grory and loveliness have pass’d away;
For if we wander out in early morn,
No wreathed incense do we see upborne
Into the east, to meet the smiling day:
not crowd of nymphs soft voic’d and young, and gay,
In woven baskets bringing ears of corn,
Roses, and pinks, and violets, to adorn

The shrine of Flora in her early May.
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But there are left delights as high as these,
And I shall ever bless my destiny,
That in a time, when under pleasant trees

Pan is no longer sought, I feel a free,
A leafy luxury, seeing I could please

With these poor offerings, a man like thee.
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Thou still unravish’d bride of quietness,
Thou foster-child of silence and slow time,
Sylvan historian, who canst thus express
A flowery tale more sweetly than our rhyme:
What leaf-fring’d legend haunts about thy shape
Of deities or mortals, or of both,
In Tempe or the dales of Arcady?
What men or gods are these? What maidens loth?
What mad pursuit? What struggle to escape?
What pipes and timbrels? What wild ecstasy? (1)
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Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard
Are sweeter; therefore, ye soft pipes, play on;
Not to the sensual ear, but, more endear’d,

Pipe to the spirit ditties of no tone: (2)
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And, happy melodist, unwearied,
For ever piping songs for ever new;
More happy love! more happy, happy love!
For ever warm and still to be enjoy’d,

For ever panting, and for ever young; (3)
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‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty’, — that is all

Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know. (4)
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My dear Fanny,

Let us now begin a regular question and answer — a little
pro and con; letting it interfere as a pleasant method of my
coming at your favorite little wants and enjoyments, that I
may meet them in a way befitting a brother.

We have been so little together since you have been able

to reflect on things that I know not whether you prefer ——



—110 — BEERERE H2E H3E

However in a few Letters I hope I shall be able to come at

that and adapt my Scribblings to your Pleasure. (5)
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To FANNY BRAWNE Wednesday 13 Oct. 1819

My dearest Girl,
This moment I have set myself to copy some verses out fair.

I cannot proceed with any degree of content. I must write you
a line or two and see if that will assist in dismissing you from
my Mind for ever so short a time. Upon my Soul I can think of
nothing else.

My love has made me selfish. I cannot exist without you. I am
forgetful of every thing but seeing you again — my Life seems to

stop there — I see no further. (6)
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How is it, Shadows! that I knew ye not?

How came ye muffled in so hush a mask?
Was it a silent deep-disguised plot

To steal away, and leave without a task
My idle days? Ripe was the drosy hour;

The blissful cloud of summer-indolence

Benumb’d my eyes; my pulse grew less and less;

Pain had no sting, and pleasure’s wreath no flower:

O, why did ye not melt, and leave my sense

Unhaunted quite of all but — nothingness? (7)
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