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THIS is not an autobiography nor is it a book of recollections. In one

way and another I have used in my writings whatever has happened to
me in the course of my life. Sometimes an experience I have had has
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served as a theme and [ have invented a series of incidents to illustrate
it; more often I have taken persons with whom I have been slightly or
intimately acquainted and used them as the foundation for characters
of my invention. Fact and fiction are so intermingled in my work that
now, looking back on it, I can hardly distinguish one from the other.
It would not interest me to record the facts, even if I could remember
them, of which I have already made a better use. They would seem,
moreover, very tame. I have had a varied, and often an interesting, life,
but not an adventurous one. I have a poor memory. I can never remem-
ber a good story till I hear it again, and then I forget it before I have
had a chance to tell it to somebody else. I have never been able to re-
member even my own jokes, so that I have been forced to go on making
new ones. This disability, I am aware, has made my company less
agreeable than it might otherwise have been.

I have never kept a diary. I wish now that during the year that fol-
lowed my first success as a dramatist I had done so, for I met then
many persons of consequence, and it might have proved an interesting
document. At that period the confidence of the people in the aristoc-
racy and the landed gentry had been shattered by the muddle they had
made of things in South Africa, but the aristocracy and the landed gen-
try had not realized this, and they preserved their old self-
confidence. ()
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I WRITE this book to disembarrass my soul of certain notions that
have hovered about in it too long for my comfort. I do not seek to per-
suade anybody. I am devoid of the pedagogic instinct, and when I
know a thing never feel in myself the desire to impart it to others. I do
not much care if people agree with me. Of course I think I am right,
otherwise I should not think as I do, and they are wrong, but it does
not offend me that they should be wrong. Nor does it greatly disturb
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me to discover that my judgement is at variance with that of the major-
ity. I have a certain confidence in my instinct.(2)
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I HAVE never had much patience with the writers who claim from the
reader an effort to understand their meaning. You have only to go to
the great philosophers to see that it is possible to express with lucidity
the most subtle reflections. You may find it difficult to understand the
thought of Hume, and if you have no philosophical training its impli-
cations will doubtless escape you; but no one with any education at all
can fail to understand exactly what the meaning of each sentence is.
Few people have written English with more grace than Berkeley.
There are two sorts of obscurity that you find in writers. One is due to
negligence and the other to wilfulness. People often write obscurely
because they have never taken the trouble to learn to write clearly. This
sort of obscurity you find too often in modern philosophers, in men of
science, and even in literary critics. Here it is indeed strange. You
would have thought that men who passed their lives in the study of the
great masters of literature would be sufficiently sensitive to the beauty
of language to write, if not beautifully, at least with perspicuity. Yet
you will find in their works sentence after the sense. Often you can only
guess at it, for the writers have evidently not said what they
intended.(3)
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I have read many books on English prose, but have found it hard to
profit by them; for the most part they are vague, unduly theoretical,
and often scolding. But you cannot say this of Fowler’s Dictionary of
English Usage. It is a valuable work. I do not think anyone writes so
well that he cannot learn much from it. It is lively reading. Fowler
liked simplicity, straightforwardness and common sense. He had no
patience with pretentiousness. He had a sound feeling that idiom was
the backbone of a language and he was all for the racy phrase. He was
no slavish admirer of logic and was willing enough to give usage right
of way through the exact demesnes of grammar. English grammar is
very difficult and few writers have avoided making mistakes in it. So
heedful a writer as Henry James, for instance, on occasion wrote so
ungrammatically that a schoolmaster, finding such errors in a
schoolboy’s essay, would be justly indignant. (5
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There is not much to choose between men. They are all a hotchpotch of
greatness and littleness, of virtue and vice, of nobility and baseness.
Some have more strength of character, or more opportunity, and so in
one direction or another give their instincts freer play, but potentially
they are the same. For my part I do not think [ am any better or any
worse than most people, but [ know that if I set down every action in

my life and every thought that has crossed my mind the world would
consider me a monster of depravity.(6)

ERiZE—- 2O ANHBEEZMEIIRL TV D, AMIZAALRLED 22\, B,
BRLEN, EELEM BELBELOTYy yETAMBEOMICIZE Y %
<y MR AR SEIZHFEL TRV EBCFRLTWA I LM 5, 2hE
ZFRE—LDYZHNVEDHUTH A,

(EE18 ~ 2180

HXDORIZHTITONEBELLF VT AR T — VDR UDREE. FOHRO
FA Y DNA TN 7 B O B HTE L 2o 72 ES RPN T 5,
DWIZHEBRRE DR E TEZF OB BN, EEARRO KR T AR OEK
WL, BEE L THEIII@P 2o -0 FCER &, BATR L ITE,
B, WA, B, BR. 25, BR. EE - E-ADHEL Tz AL
DREBRER LR T b o722 LI LTHE L T2 DIEHENTH 5,

ERIZE ST, BEPEZEBL L TELTILEIEVWBERRVWENET




—22— E—ERWE F2B £15

BE—LDNEBUIIRE LN E ko7 TH o2 B2 B125 9, BARMIC
FERIAREZEDLD0TIERL, BESELLDOTH S LKD) .
EEERBFRDBERIRER ORI EIC OV TEBN 2 Mt 5 2, -2
BENE TEMELFEDZ L DB LR FE> TV 7Z - 7258 I BIR
TAERFD) FLRBEIN TS,
(EE22 ~ 238
E-LABHOERL R ANBBEY Z CTIZHBTE S, HSICL 2K EOA
EHNEEFLTREZZ TV HEILIZF) TRV 2D, 20500
CEERDEIIED,

Of course it is from among those who possess by nature this facility
that the artist is produced. Without it he cannot have talent; but it is
only a part of talent. We start by living, each one of us, in the
solitariness of our own minds, and from the data given us and our
communications with other minds we construct the outside world to
suit our needs. Because we are all the result of one evolutionary proc-
ess, and our environment is more or less the same, the constructions
we make are roughly similar. For convenience and simplicity we ac-
cept them as identical and speak of a common world. The peculiarity
of the artist is that he is in some particular different from other men,
and so the world of his construction is different too. It is this idiosyn-
crasy that is the better part of his equipment. When the picture he
draws of his private world appeals to a certain number of persons, ei-
ther by its strangeness, its intrinsic interest or its correspondence with
their own prepossessions (for none of us is quite the same as his
neighbour, only rather like, and not everyone accepts the world com-
mon to us all in every respect) his talent will be acknowledged. If hi is
a writer he will fulfil some need in the nature of his readers, and they
will lead with him a life of the spirit that satisfies them better than the
life circumstances have forced on them.(7)
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Though I have been in love a good many times I have never experienced
the bliss of requited love. I know that this is the best thing that life can
offer, and it is a thing that almost all men, though perhaps only for a
short time, have enjoyed . I have most loved people who cared little or
nothing for me, and when people have loved me I have been embar-
rassed. It has been a predicament that [ have not quite known how to
deal with. In order not to hurt their feelings I have often acted a pas-
sion that I did not feel. I have tried, with gentleness when possible, and
if not, with irritation, to escape from the trammels with which their
love bound me. [ have been jealous of my independence. I am incapable
of complete surrender. And so, never having felt some of the funda-
mental emotions of normal men, it is impossible that my work should

have the intimacy, the broad human touch and the animal serenity
which the greatest writers alone can give.(®)
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The value of culture is its effect on character. It avails nothing unless
it ennobles and strengthens that. Its use is for life. Its aim is not beauty
but goodness. Too often, as we know, it gives rise to self-complacency.
Who has not seen the scholar’s thin-lipped smile when he corrects a
misquotation and the connoisseur’s pained look when someone
praises a picture he does not care for? There is no more merit in having
read a thousand books than in having ploughed a thousand fields.
There is no more merit in being able to attach a correct description to
a picture than in being able to find out what is wrong with a stalled
motor-car. In each case it is special knowledge. The stockbroker has
his knowledge too and so has the artizan. It is a silly prejudice of the
intellectual that his is the only one that counts. The True, the Good and
the Beautiful are not the perquisites of those who have been to expen-
sive schools, burrowed in libraries and frequented museums. The art-
ist has no excuse when he uses others with condescension. He is a fool
if he thinks his knowledge is more important than theirs and an oaf if
he cannot comfortably meet them on an equal footing. Matthew
Arnold did a great disservice to culture when he insisted on its opposi-
tion to philistinism.(9)
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When the intelligentsia took up Russia I, remembering that Cato had
begun to learn Greek when he was eighty, set about learning Russian,
but I had by then lost my youthful enthusiasm; I never got further than
being able to read the plays of Chekov and have long since forgotten
the little [ knew. I think now that these schemes of mine were a trifle
nonsensical. Words are not important, but their meanings, and it is of
no spiritual advantage that I can see to know half a dozen languages.
[ have met polyglots; I have not noticed that they were wiser than the
rest of us. It is convenient if you are travelling in a country to have a
sufficient acquaintance with its speech to find your way about and get
what you want to eat; and if it has a considerable literature it is pleas-
ant to be able to read it. But such a knowledge as this can be acquired
easily. To attempt to learn more is futile. Unless you devote your
whole life to it, you will never learn to speak the language of another
country to perfection; you will never know its people and its literature
with compete intimacy. For they, and the literature which is their ex-
pression, are wrought, not only of the actions they perform and the
words they use, neither of which offer great difficulty, but of ancestral
instincts, shades of feeling that they have absorbed with their mothers’
milk, and innate attitudes which the foreigner can never quite
seize.(10)
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A certain number of Maupassant’s books had been reissued in little
volumes at seventy-five centimes and these [ bought; but the others cost
three francs fifty, a sum that I could not afford, so I used to take a book
out of the shelves and read what I could of it. The attendants in their
pale grey smocks took no notice of me and it was often possible when
none of them was looking to cut a page and continue the narrative
without interruption. Thus I managed to read most of Maupassant be-
fore I was twenty. Though he does not enjoy now the reputation he did
then it must be admitted that he had great merits. He was lucid and di-

rect, he had a sense of form, and he knew how to get the utmost dra-
matic value out of the story he had to tell.(11)
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I do not know whether it was that success did not bring me all I had
expected or whether it was a natural reaction from success: I was but
just firmly established as a popular playwright when I began to be ob-
sessed by the teeming memories of my past life. The loss of my mother
and then the break-up of my home, the wretchedness of my first years
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at school for which my French childhood had so ill-prepared me and
which my stammering made so difficult, the delight of those easy, mo-
notonous and exciting days in Heidelberg, when I first entered upon
the intellectual life, the irksomeness of my few years at the hospital
and the thrill of London; it all came back to me so pressingly, in my
sleep, on my walks, when I was rehearsing plays, when I was at a
party, it became such a burden to me that I made up my mind that i
could only regain my peace by writing it all down in the form of a
novel. I knew it would be a long one and I wanted to be undisturbed, so
I refused the contracts managers were anxious to give me and tempo-
rarily retired from the stage.

I had written a novel on the same themes when, after taking my
medical degrees, I went to Seville. Luckily for me Fisher Unwin re-
fused to give me the hundred pounds I wanted for it and no other pub-
lisher would have it at any price; or I should have lost a subject which
I was then too young to make proper use of. The manuscript still ex-
ists, but I have not looked at it since I corrected the typescript; I have no
doubt it is very immature. I was not far enough away from the events
I described to see them reasonably and I had not had a number of expe-
riences that later went to enrich the book I finally wrote. It seems to me
that if the writing of this first novel did not finally repress into my un-
conscious the unhappy memories with which it was concerned it is be-
cause the writer is not finally disembarrassed of his subject till his
work is published. When it is delivered to the public, however heedless
the public be, it is his no longer and he is free from the burden that op-
pressed him. I called my book Beauty from Ashes, which is a quota-
tion from Isaiah, but finding that this title had been recently used, I
chose instead the title of one of the books in Spinoza’s Ethics and
called it Of Human Bondage. It is not an autobiography, but an auto-
biographical novel; fact and fiction are inextricably mingled; the emo-
tions are my own, but not all the incidents are related as they
happened, and some of them are transferred to my hero not from my
own life but from that of persons with whom I was intimate. The book
did for me what I wanted, and when it was issued to the world (a
world in the throes of a terrible war and too much concerned with its
own sufferings to bother with the adventures of a creature of fiction) I
found myself free for ever from those pains and unhappy recollections.
I put into it everything I then knew and having at last finished it pre-
pared to make a fresh start.(12)
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The success they had was pleasant and unexpected. I liked the form.
It was very agreeable to live with the personages of my fancy for two
or three weeks and then be done with them. One had no time to grow
sick of them as one easily may during the months one has to spend in
their company when writing a novel. This sort of story, one of about
twelve thousand words, gave me ample room to develop my theme, but

forced upon me a concision that my practice as a dramatist had made
grateful to me.(13)
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In my twenties the critics said I was brutal, in my thirties they said I
was flippant in my forties they said I was cynical, in my fifties they
said I was competent, and now in my sixties they say I am
superficial.(14)
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I was introduced to philosophy by Kuno Fischer whose lectures I at-
tended when I was at Heidelberg. He had a great reputation there and
he was giving that winter a course of lectures on Schopenhauer. They
were crowded and one had to queue up early in order to get a good
seat. He was a dapper, short, stoutish man, neat in his dress, with a
bullet head, white hair en brosse and a red face. His little eyes were
quick and shining. He had a funny, flattened snub nose that looked as
if it had been bashed in, and you would have been much more likely to
take him for an old prize-fighter than for a philosopher. He was a hu-
morist; he had indeed written a book on wit which I read at the time,
but which I have completely forgotten, and every now and then a great
guffaw broke from his audience of students as he made a joke. His

voice was powerful and he was a vivid, impressive and exciting
speaker. (15)
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What then is right action? For my own part the best answer I know
is that given by fray Luis de Leon. To follow it does not look so diffi-
cult that human weakness quails before it as beyond its strength. With
it I can end my book. The beauty of life, he says, is nothing but this,
that each should act in conformity with his nature and his
business.(16)
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(Note>
(1) The Summing Up p.p. 1-2
(2) The summing Up p. 11
(3) The summing Up p.p. 30-31
(4) Somerset Maugham by John Brophy  p.p. 22-23
(5) The Summing Up p. 39
(6) The Summing Up p. 52
(7) The Summing Up p.p. 13-4
(8) The Summing Up p. 77
(9) The Summing Up p.p. 85-86
(100 The Summing Up p.p. 99-100
(1)) The Summing Up p.p. 160-161

(12 The Summing Up p.p. 187-189
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(13 The Summing Up p. 204
(149 The Summing Up p. 219
(15 The Summing Up p. 233
(1§ The Summing Up p. 305
17 Somerset Maugham by John Brophy  p. 32
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