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Sometimes the novelist feels himself like God and is prepared to tell
you everything about his characters; sometimes, however, he does not;
and then he tells you not everything that is to be known about them but
the little he knows himself; and since as we grow older we feel ourselves
less and less like God I should not be surprised to learn that with advanc-
ing years the novelist grows less and less inclined to describe more than

his own experience has given him. The first person singular is a very
useful device for this limited purpose.®
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“That’s where you make a mistake,” [ replied. “She was a very nice
woman. I never saw her in a bad temper. You only had to say you
wanted something for her to give it to you. I never heard her say a dis-
agreeable thing about anyone. She had a heart of gold” ¥

“You don’t understand,” I said. “She was a very simple woman. Her
instincts were healthy and ingenuous. She loved to make people happy.
She loved love”

“Do you call that love?”

“Well, then, the act of love. She was naturally affectionate. When
she liked anyone it was quite natural for her to go to bed with him. She
never thought twice about it. It was not vice; it wasn’t lasciviousness; it
was her nature. She gave herself as naturally as the sun gives heat or the
flowers theif perfume. It was a pleasure to her and she liked to give
pleasure to others. It had no effect on her character; she remained sin-
cere, unspoiled, and artless” 5
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“Among the many friends I had made before I went to Paris was a
Mrs. Stephens,...She knew everyone in the literary and theatrical world
of the day...and throughout the summer gave afternoon parties to which
she would invite her friends. At one of these I met a very pretty young
woman. She had pale golden hair and blue eyes; except that she was less
florid and less buxom, she reminded one of one of Renoir’'s luscious
nudes. She had a lovely figure, but her chief grace was her smile. She had
the most beautiful smile I had ever seen on a human being. After that
meeting [ saw her often. She was by way of being an actress and was
married, but unhappily. One evening, after we had dined together at a
restaurant, [ took her back to my single room in Pall Mall. I became her
lover. On the way back in a hansom to where she lived she asked me how
long the affair would last. “Six weeks,” I answered flippantly. It lasted
eight years. Ishall call her Rosie.”
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When the book appeared I was attacked in various quarters because

I was supposed in the character of Edward Driffield to have drawn a
portrait of Thomas Hardy. This was not my intention. He was no more
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in my mind than George Meredith or Anatole France. As my note sug-
gests, I had been stuck by the notion that the veneration to which an
author full of years and honour is exposed must be irksome to the little
alert soul within him that is alive still to the adventures of his fancy.
Many odd and disconcerting ideas must cross his mind, I thought, while
he maintains the dignified exterior that his admirers demand of him.?’
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My dear Hugh,

I am really very unlucky. As you may have seen I have been attacked
in the papers because they think my old man is intended to be a portrait
of Hardy. It is absurd. The only grounds are that they died old, received
the O. M. and were married twice. You know that for my story I needed
this and that there is nothing of Hardy in my character. Now I have your
letter. I cannot say I was surprised to receive it because I had heard from
Charlie Evans that Priestley and Clemence Dane had talked to him about
it. - He told them that it had never occurred to him that there was any
resemblance between the Alroy Kear of my novel and you; and when he
spoke to me about it I was able very honestly to assure him that nothing
had been further from my thoughts than to describe you. I can only
repeat this. I do noh see any likeness. My man is an athlete and a sports-
man, who tries to be as little like a man of letters as he can. Can you
really recognise yourself in this? Surely no one is the more complete man
of letters than you are and really you cannot think of yourself as a famo-
us golfer and a fervid foxhunter. Nor is the appearance described anyth-
ing like yours. Nor so far as I have ever seen do you frequent smart
society. Frankau or E. F. Benson might just as well think themselves
aimed at and Stephen McKenna much more. The only thing that you can
go on is the fact that you also are a lecturer. I admit that if I had thought
twice of it I would have omitted this. But after all you are not the only
English man of letters who lectures, but only the best known; and it is
hard to expect a writer, describing such a character as I have, to leave
out such a telling detail. The loud laugh is nothing. All big men with the
sort of heartiness I have described have a loud laugh. The conversation
you mention in California has entirely slipped my memory and I cannot
place it in the book. Really I should not have been such a fool. I certainly
never intended Alroy Kear to be a portrait of you. He is made up of a
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dozen people and the greater part of him is myself. There is more of me
in him than of any writer [ know. I suggest that if there is anything in
him that you recognise it is because to a greater or less extent we are all
the same. Certain characteristics we all have and I gave them to Alroy
Kear because I found them in myself. They do not seem to me less absurd
because I have them.

I do not think for an instant that there will be any reference to this
business in the papers, but if there is I promise you that I will immedia-
tely write, protest and vehemently deny that there has ever been in my
mind any thought of portraying you.

Yours always,
W. S. Maugham.!®
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(1) Cakes and Ale (Modern Library 1950) PP.xi—xii
(2) W.Somerset Maugham and The Quest for Freedom p.172
(3) Cakes and Ale (Modern Library 1950) pp.192—193
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(4) op. cit., p.250
(5) op. cit., p.251
(6) Looking Back (Show, June 1962) p.67
(7) W. S Maugham and the Quest for Freedom pp.269—272
(8) Maugham DBl Penelope. 19094E Comedy BT Peyton DEAET 3,
(9) Cakes and Ale (Heinemann 1930) pp.vi—vii
(10) W. Somerset Maugham and The Quest for Freedom pp.176—177
(As quoted by Hart—Davis, Hugh Walpole: A Biography, pp.316—317)




