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‘ON THE DEATH OF A YOUNG LADY’,»
COUSIN TO THE AUTHOR, AND VERY DEAR TO HIM.

1. HUSH'D are the winds, and still the evening gloom,
Not e’en a zephyr wanders through the grove,
Whilst T return to view my Margaret’s tomb,

And scatter flowers on the dust I love.

2. Within this narrow cell reclines her clay,
That clay, where once such animation beam’d;
The King of Terrors seiz’d her as his prey;

Not worth, nor beauty, have her life redeem’d.

3. Oh! could that King of Terrors’ pity feel,
Or Heaven reverse the dread decree of fate,
Not here the mourer would his grief reveal,

Not here the Muse her virtues would relate.

4. But wherefore weep? Her matchless spirit soars
Beyond where splendid shines the orb of day;
And weeping angels lead her to those bowers,

Where endless pleaures virtuous deeds repay.
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5. And shall presumptuous mortals Heaven arraign!
And, madly, Godlike Providenc eaccuse!
Ah! no, far fly from me attempts so vain!;—

I'Il ne’er submission to my God refuse.

6. Yet is remembrance of those virtues dear,
Yet fresh the memory of that beateous face;

Still they call forth my warm affection’s tear,

Still in my heart retain their wonted place.
1802.
[First printed December, 1806. ]

1) The author claims the indulgence of the reader more for this piece
perhaps, any other in the collection; but as it was written at an earlier
period than the rest (being composed at the age of fourteen), and his
first essay, he preferred submitting it to the indulgence of his friends in
its present state, to making either addition or alteration.

[“My first dash into poetry was as early as 1800. It was the ebullition
of a passion for my first cousin, Margaret Parker (daughter and grand-
daughter of the two Admirals Parker), one of the most beautiful of
evanescent beings. I have long forgotten the verse; but it would be dif-
ficult for me to forget her—her dark eyes—her long eye-lathes—her com-
pletely Greek cast of face and figure! I was then about twelve—she
rather older, perhaps a year. She died about a year or two afterwards.

Some years after I made an attempt at an elegy—a very dull one,
” Letters, 1901, v. 449.

[Margaret Parker was the sister of Sir Peter Parker, whose death at
Baltimore, in 1814, Byron celebrated in the “Elegiac Stanzas,” which
were first published in the poems attached to the tenth edition of Childe
Harold (1815).]
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‘FRAGMENT’
WRITEN SHORTLY AFTER THE MARRIACE
OF MISS CHAWORTH.

1. HILS of Annesley, Bleak and Barren,
Where my thoughtless Childhood stray’d,
How the northern Tempests, warring,
Howl above thy tufted Shade!
2. NOw no more, the Hours beguiling,
Former favourite Haunts I see;-
NOW no more my Mary smiling,

Makes ye seem a Heaven to Me.
1805.

[First published, 1830. ]
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‘TO MARY CHAWORTH'.

1. AH, Memory torture me no more,
The present’s all o’ercast;
My hopes of future bliss are oer,

In Mercy veil the past.

2. Why bring these Images to view
I henceforth must resign?
Ah, why those happy hours renew,

That never can be mine?
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3. Past pleasure doubles present pain,
To Sorrow adds regret:
Regret and Hope are both in vain,
I ask but—to Forget.
1804.
[First published, Paris, 1831.]
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Yet Byron’s changeability was uppermost. His hot youth found
other congenial outlets. ‘College is not the place to improve either

Morals or Income’, he wrote sententiously to Hanson. So whither
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must he go but London, where his morals immediately took a dive
into debauchery and his finances into the clutches of the usurers.

Like other young sparks of his day he referred to the latter as ‘sordid
Bloodsuckers’ and “Tribe of Levi’; nevertheless his philosophy of sen-

sation did not allow him to live without them. (Elizabeth Longford:

Byron)
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He stayed first at 16 Piccadilly. The great John Nash had not yet
built the new Regent Street at the end of Piccadilly, under whose
splendid arcading would soon gather hordes of prostitutes. (The ar-
cades had to be demolished.) But ‘Paphian goddesses’, as Byron called
his collection of blue-eyed Carolines and Coras, were never in short
supply and he could rehabilitate himself by frequenting the Bond Street
rooms of ‘Gentleman ’Jackson the boxer and Henry Angelo the equally
gentlemenly fencing instructor. His landlady, his sister, his mother
and Hanson were all called upon to help raise loans. “Your last
Letter, as I expected’, he wrote to Hanson, ‘contained much Advice

but no Money.’ It was all to be in Don Juan: (E.L)
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Let us have wine and women, mirth and laughter,

Sermons and soda-water the day after.
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Hanson’s thankless task included freeing a Byron family estate at
Rochdale in Lancashire from the legal entanglements created by the
‘Wicked Lord’, and selling it before the young lord’s majority. Han-
son never succeeded; but twice while at Cambridge Byron was excited
by the news of an imminent sale, first for £30,000, then for £ 60, 000.
With such a prrospect tantalisingly within reach but never in his grasp,

his debt of £10, 000 to the moneylenders seemed less outrageous. (E.L.)
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Nothing daunted by the all-too-fugitive nature of his Fugitive Pieces,

Byron was ready with a second version, also privately printed, in
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January 1807: Poems on Various Occasions, Some of the vigorously
erotic poetry had been replaced by new verses which even Becher must
have realised were now rather too tepidly drawn. It was not till the
summer of 1807 that Byron at last submitted his poems to the test of
publication. ‘I have passed the Rubicon’, he wrote in the Preface,
immediately covering himself with the announcement that poetry was
‘not my primary vocation’. This third version, allegedly the fruit of
depression, was called Hours of Idleness. But the youthful author had
been far from idle in other fields. (E.L.)
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He had instituted his famous regime of dieting, violent exercise,
‘much physic, and kot bathing’, which was to reduce his inherited

portliness from an incredible 1414 stone to an elegant 10% stone. From
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this transformation emerged a slim youth of 5 feet 814 inches with
dark chestnut curls, blue-grey eyes, cleft chin, marble brow, and a
mobile Grecian beauty.

Thus armed with two irresistible assets—enchanting looks and a pub-
lished oeuvre—Byron returned to Cambridge in autumn 1807 for his
third and last term. His successes enlarged his friendships. The
brilliant John Cam Hobhouse—Byron’s much loved ‘Hobby’ to the end—
sharpened his interest in the world of politics, and he became a member
of the Cambridge Whig Club. Scrope Berdmore Davies and Charles
Skinner Matthews were both scholars and wits, the one devoted to
gambling, the other to the lewder classics; while the pious and poetical
Francis Hodgson, unlike Becher, became a perfect foil for Byron’s
daring. (E.L.)
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The Edinburgh Review, he felt, had ‘knocked me down’, but, he
added, ‘T got up again’. Got up and hit back, milling around, as
Gentleman Jackson had taught him, against all and sundry in a ‘feroc-
ious rhapsody’ entitled English Bards and Scotch Reviewers. He was
revising it at Newstead for publication in March 1809.

Prepare for rhyme—I'll publish right or wrong:
Fools are my themes, let sative be my song.

Though Byron’s theme was ‘fools’, he did not fail to praise the
Augustan poets, especially his life-long idol, Alexander Pope. And
among the ‘fools’ he numbered not only Robert Southey, whose ‘teeming
muse’ was to be a perpetual thorn in his flesh, but also many poets
whom he was later to admire: for instance, ‘mournful’ Scott, ‘simple’
Wordsworth, ‘turqid’ and ‘tumid’ Coleridge, and his own guardian Lord

Carlisle, a poetaster, was also denounced for ‘paralytic puling’. (E.L.)
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“The wayward weathercock” which was Byron, however,
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